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evidence, not only of the personal exis-| of all this so
- tence of Christ, but as the first auxil-

lary of his life. Without these lette
of Paul, the Christian fabric could

never have’ stood the waves of time
which bave so furiously beaton against

its ramparts. Christianity owes its
life more to Paulineismr than to its
supposed founder. So foreibly did this
faet present itself to the early church
fathers, that, fearing the personality
of Paul might sometimebe called in
question, they fabricated quite a cor-
respond hetween 8 and Paul,
- which passed as genuine until a for-
. gery was discovered,

| More than one writer has sald that

f but for Paul, Christianily would have
died in its infange. With the light
. now béfore us, it may well be said,

+ that Christianity without Paul, or the
name of Paul, would never have been
born, for the system and its adherents
took their names from Christ, the sup-
posed founder of the system. The
writings ascribed to Paul, dealing with

. been made until such a person nomi-

i to all Chris _1
0. E., if not n

L _writers before

i

eiiitine (teid co Bhe mplls ot Wl
peil 79, C. B, claimed by Chﬂstluu-u
meaning Christ, referred In fact to
Chrestus.  We are told by more than
one of the church fathers that the
adjective Christ, first appeared to the
world as the man Christ, sometime
about the middle of the second cen-
tury. So the episties ascribed to Paul
must have been written after this.
Hermas, author of the “Shepherd,”
Hermas, author of “The Shepherd,
and one of the apostiles fathers, 140
C. E. wrote an exhaustive treatise on
Christianity, often referring to the
son of God, but nowhere alludes to
such a man as Christ. So the four-
Jeen epistires were after this.
Hermogenes, a contemporary of Ter-
tuilian, 160-190, spoken of in 2. Tim-
thy, also In Apocryphal Acts of Paul
and Thecla, shows that these writings
were made, not earlier than his time,
160 to 190. It must be remembered
that the epistles first purporting to
come from Panl were very numerous.
All were declared spurious by the
church, except the fourteen now in the
canon. Now these have, by the Higher
Criticism, shared the same fate. Spur
lous-spurious, stamped on every plece
of writing of the N. T,, Christ a myth
~—Christianity a floating bastard on
the waves of nineteen hundred years.
Lest it be forgotten, I will here say,
that we have it from several writers,

“amdirl none of the writings of the He-

brews or Christiang from the Babylon-
jan eaptivity down to the fourth cen-
tury contained either dates, places
where written or name of the writer
This accounts for the fact that noth-
ing I8 known as to ghe time or place
of any one of the biblical writings, and
this Is equally true as to authorship
of all such writings, Seeing this
dilemma, the Council of Nice in the
fourth century filled the vacuum with
forged names.

Here the point is reached where we
must give attention to what the High-
er Criticism has to say to the authen-
ticity of the fourteen epistles ascribed
to Paul and the Acts ascribed to the
apostles. It being conceded that all
we know of Paul comes from these
epistles and Acts.

As far as consistent with the rules
of brevity, 1 shall quote from the erit-
les, otherwise, 1 shall clothe their ex-
pressions in my own terms, never de-
viating from the true meaning of their
eriticism, and, instead of selecting dif-
ferent critics to support particular ex-
pressions, I shall give the consensus
of opinion of all the principal writers,
where they agree, otherwisé the spec-
lal views.
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i. e. they think the

cording to the epistles, the aluentetl
class at Athens and elsewhere ireated
Panls doctrines with contempt. The
old school of eritics were disposed to
treat the four great apistles of Paul as
quasi genuine,

Tne new criticism, headed by A. D.
Lomon of Amsterdam, while crediting
the existence of Paul, as a real man,
deny in toto, the alleged authorship
of all of the fourteen epistles. Follow-
ing Lomon, Steck of Hern, with Voiter
and Van Mane have written exhaus-
tive treaties on this matter, wherein
they show, both forms, internal and
externa! evidence that Paul did not
write any of the fourteen epistles,
The Acts, ascribed to the apostles.
being the only support of the Pauline
epistles, have been treated in full by
the critics, who say"“We cannot re-
gard the contents of Acts, viewed as
a whole, and on their own merits, as
a true and credible first-hand narra-
tive of what had actually occured.
the book bears, in part, a legendary
historical, in part an edifying and apol-
ogetical character.” “We cannot fail
to recognize that older authorities
have been used in composition.
These older aut are what the
crities eall, Acts“of and Acts of
Peter. The first was 4 mere sketch of
the life of Paul woven In to fill inter-
spaces; while in the jafter, the writer,
or writers, often uses the language
ascribed to the author, the pronouns
I and we; Yrequently transposing sup-
pulementing and abridging what he,
or they, found in others.”

The weight of modern eiticism,
names Luke of the third gospel, as the
author of Acts. The crities conclude
that he flourished about the second
quarter of the second century.

It will be remembered that the
church maintained that he belonged to
the apostolic age, this, it will be seen,
Was necessary to make him a con-
temporary with Christ; but this clalm
is all false, say the erities; which, it
will be seen, deprives his writings of
historieal vadlue, 1, e. they are not his-
tory.

The critics further say, we can give
no credit to these writings which have
come down through the hearsay of one
or many sources. In this they follow,
as they should, the well settled rules
of evidence. The critics further say,
the latest criticlsm has learned that
none of the fourteen epistles come
from Paul, “neither fourteen, nor thir-
teen, nor nine or tem, mor seven or

| within

universally regarded as unassailable.”

“They are all, without distinetion
pseudeplgrapha” (all having false
names aseribed to them) Thus the

erities, by the use of this long word,
avold using the plain English wordd
“forgery;” but the meaning is the
same, :

It will be remembered by those who
have read my “Genesis to Revelation,”
that every writing in the N. T. falls
the definition of this word,
pseudepigrapha.

The higher Criticism says, “The his-
tory of criticism, as early as 1520
clearly pointed in this direction.” “No

. distinction,”” say they, “can any iong-

er be allowed hetweem principal epis-
tles and mitor, as deturo Pauline

ones: the separation Is purely arbi-
‘trary with no foundation in the nature
of things here dealt with.” “The en-
tire ground,” say they, “including the
gospel of Mark, bear obvious marks of
a certain unity of having originated in
one circle, at one time, in one environ-
ment; but not unity of authorship; no
separation of these writings can be
made; all must be condensed; all dif-
fer in language, in style, in religion
and ethical contents.”
The crltlcl further say, “Tradition
does not assert the Pauline origin of
epistles; both the internal and the
extefnal evidence is weak, all point to
on eqehman. that they are not the
work of Paul. The fourteen epistles,
on their face, seem to be episties, but
this is not their character; they are
not letters originally intended for defl-
nite persons, despatched to these, and
afterwards, by publication, made the
common property of all.” “On the con-
trary they were, from the first, treat-
Ises for instruction, and especially for
edification, written in the form of let-
ters in a tone of authority, as from the
pen of Paul and other men of ncte, who
belonged to his entourage” (his cir-
cle). “The object was to make it ap-
pear that these persons (writers) were
living in the apostolic age; though in
point of fact they belonged to a later
generation.” “These epistles - gave
themselves out as voices from the past
intended to be read in the congrega-
tions to exert as wide an influence as
possible.” “In all these epistles Paul
is not a contemperary, but a figure in
the past. He is the object, or point
of their zeal.”

These fourteen epistles and the
Acts having been written long after|the
J ¥ e crities, “and the
lﬂll Mﬁu on them must be se'

aside, for they ecould give no true hie

tory of Paul or his acts” The eriti-
clsm coneludes by saying, “We possess
no episties of Paul; the writings which
Vear his name are pseudepigrapha,
“8Still less,” say they, “does the Acts
of the Apostles give us a correct his-
torical narrative of Paul's career.”

The eritics maintain that Paul was a
wondering Jew, who, being refused
by a Jewess of high repute, turned on
his people and spent his life as a wan-
dering preacher; but of the details of
his lite we have no knowledge. What
afterwards became Paulinefsm, the
theology of Paul, was not yet. Still
legs does it ever transpire that Paul
was a writer of epistles of any impor-
tance; least of all, of epistles so ex-
tensive and weighty as those now met
with in the canon. Mr. E. Johnson, the
writer of “Antiqua Mater” (1887)
maintaing that Paul was a mere fic-
tion, The ecritics while disagreeing
with him, assert that Legend has
made itself master of the person of
Paul; that the fourteen epistles are
the work of a later school of writers,

\who often personate Paul by the use

of the pronouns [ and we.

In order to bring the reader more
lrectly in contaet with the Higher

‘iticism T have felt constrained to use
the words of the eritics to a greater
extent than I otherwise should have
done; thus giving more force to the
article. But I presume the readers
like, myself, will regret that the erit-
les did not always present thelr views
in more clear and concise terms.

In conclusion, I feel bound to say,
it is a pity that a system so broad-
cast as Christianity could not have
had a foundation, other than pseude-
pigrapha (forgery) on which to rest;
but its foundation is in harmony with
the life of the church, and the forg-
ery of all of the N. T. writings,
is but the least of all the crimes which
for some fourteen hundred years, the

man race, all in the name of their trin-
ities, their Bible and the upbullding
and support of their church.

All of the pagan nations promised
salvation to their votaries on perform-
ance of good works, while it was left
to Christianity to stand uone and of-
fer eternal happi in for
faith alone, a belief in the unbolleu-
ble, the bellef that a virgin gave birth
to a son, whose father was the deus
primus of Christianity, and who was
also the deus primus himself in hu-
man flesh and form. The absurd
feeding on the riduculous.

Alameda California.

elght, nor yet, even the four, so long

JOSHUA T. SMALL
A Friend of the Blade Is Indictec by
the U. 8. Government For Doing
His Duty as a Good Man.

Provineetown, Mass., Apri) 6, 1904,
Friend Moore:

Please find the $1 to pay for another
year for the Blade.

You will see, by enclosure, the
trouble I have gotten into with the
United States postal suthority. Evi-
dently & post office inspector can find
“obscenity” In almost any kind of a
document, now that he has discovered
it in this. Yours truly,

, J. T. SMALL.

The elipping Is from the Boston
Traveler of March 19, 1904. It has a
pieture of Miss Cook showing her to
be a prétty woman and one of Ero.
Sma’l showing him to be a very hand-
some and intellectual looking man.

The article Is as follows:

MIS8 LOUISE COOK,
Natick School Teacher Sues Province
town Banker for $20,000.

New Bedford, March 19,
Small of Provincetown appeared ‘be~
fore  United States Commissioner
Goodcp;ed in the United States Court
today chifirged with sending an ob-
scene letter through the malls. He
waived examination and was held in
$500 for the next session of the United
States grand jury at Beston.

Baill was fixed at $500 and Mr Small
was released upon his own recogniz-
ance, Mr. Smal left for Boston soon
after he was arraigned.

The letter in question Is the one
which has been flled in the pleading
of Miss Louise Cook of Natick in her
suit against Mr. Small for $20,000
for slander. This letter, Mr. Small
says is the only one he ever wrote to
Natick and Mr. Sma | admits that he
wrote the letter to Superintendent of
Schools Barbour of Natick.

Miss Cook Sues

Miss Louise Cook of Natick has
brought suit for $20,000 against Joshua
T. Small, a baker, of Provincetown.
Tne case wlll soon be tried in the Mid-
dlesex County Court. Miss Cook was
for some time a teacher In the public
school of Natick, and those who know
her intimately and pose as experts
on such matters, declare that she Is
not gullty of the cruel statements that
are all to have been made against
her are untrue.

25 years old, and very
Cook has long enjoyed

pretty,

ick
favor
able to recelve instruction from the
hands of one so charming and accom-
plished as Miss Cook,

: The Small Letter

The papers in the case, which have
Just  been filed with the clerk of
courts, asserts that Miss Cook was de.
prived of her posmion as teacher by
a lefter alleged to have been sent by
Mr. Small, and which is enclosed with

e papers for the suit, It was writ-
ton Jan. 9, 1903, and is addressed to
Albert Barbour, Superintendent of
Natick Schools. It reads: *

“As your name is signed to the list
of teachers' names in the pubie
scheols of Natick, permit me to thank
you for replying se promptly to the
letter I sent the chairman of the board
of selectmen of the town. After get-
ung the note frcm you some time ago,
telling me that Louise M. Cook was a
teacher in one of your schocls, 1 was
anxious to get the names cf all your
teachers that | might send them
copies of the Baltimore American con-
taining my letter in relation to her
that was printed at the t'me she was
caught with Plerce in Ealtimore, after
living with him for several months,
during which time she aided him in
passing forged checks.

“l wil now give you another chap-
ter in her history; then you can judge
for yourself if you think her a proper
person to teach In your schools. Af-
ter being released from Baltimore
prison, she returned to this town,
reaching here some time in February.
She went at once to her grandmoth-
er's house.

“The old lady died in April, and af-
ter that Miss Cook showed herself in
her true color to the people of this
town. She remained in her grand-
mother’s house for several months and
during that time she entertained many
men, both gsingle and married, day and
night, and was so open in her con-
duct ..at all the neighbors were cog-
nizant with what was taking place.

priesthood has perpetuated on the hu-|, “I remember one instance when a

married man came from Boston or vi-
cinity and stayed with her day and
night from Friday until the following
Monday.

“In the .atter part of the fall she

“of the best homes at Nat-|Chesley, Ky, 1 pd; Chas. Fink, Arro-
wu-;wﬁwmm:mmmw
“ehidren should be | resdy

hould hardly think he would lu"
been willing to bm a teacher on you
that had been dropped from the
schools cf this town on account of
scandalous conduct.

“If you care to have a corroborative
evidence of what I have written you
regarding her life here, you can easily
secure It by making a visit here or by
corresponding with M. N, Gifford, pres-
ident of our national bank, or with
Mise Sara Kavanaugh or Miss Katha-
rine Mcintyre, teachers in our public
schools. D. W. Plerce is now in the
Worchester prison for uttering and
passing forged checks.

“Had Miss Cook received her just
deserts she woud be with him, for
there is no doubt she aided and abet-
ted him in his crime from the time he
left Provincetown until he was appre-
hended In Baltimore. These checks
were passed in the town of Clinton, I
belleve. Plerce’'s term expires next|
June. JOSHUA T. SMALL.
Mr. Small is proprietor of a large
bakery at Provincetown.

ROME CON- -
GRESS FUND:

It is the desire that Dr. J.-B. Wil
son represent American Freethought
at the World's Congress of Freethink-
ers ta be held in Rome, Italy, next
September. Dr. Wilson s president
of the Natlonal Liberal Party and Is
eminently qualified *o participate in
the dellberations acr the Congress, On
his return from Rome the Doctor will
write a book embracing his exper-
lence and proceedings of the Con-
gress, and 1t Is needless to speak of
the Doctor’s versatility and ability to
write such a book.

The price of the book will be one
dollar, and as the expense will be very
l-vyltllhopodmuluwhom
able will subscribe for as many hooks
as possible,

All money received Is deposited In
Tae Central Trust and Safe Deposit
Company, of Cincinnati, and will be
acknowledged through the Blade.
Contributions and subscriptions
(with and without money) will be re
celved by the BSecretary of the Na-
tional Liberal Party. Address:
MORRIS SACHS,
Atlas Bank Bidg. Cinelanati. 0.

Condition of Fund.
Anna B. Logue, Chicago, 1 pd;
Emily D. Jones, East Lynne, Mo, 1
pd; M. V. Wright, Houston, Tex,, 2 pd;
Wm. Milligan, Blue, Ariz, 1 pd; R. C.
King, Carlisle, Ky., pd; Jno. E. Hey-
men, Carlisle, Ky., pd; Jabez Trathen,

subseribed; - W. P. Baidwin,
Clueinnati, Ohio, 1; Ged. 1 Case, 609
Commerce Bldg., Olcvehnd, T P

THE PROSPEROUS SOUTHWEST.
The March issue of the Coming
Country, issued By the Passenger De-
partment of the M. K. & T. Ry. St.
Louis, gives a very complete descrip-
tion of the present day conditions and
the many advantages that the South-
west offers to the homeseeker and in-
vestor. The Government 1903 crop
and live stock reports show that the
Southwest is in a very prosperous and
flourishing condition. The paper is
very attractive illustrated with farm
and live-stock scenes. If you are con-
templating a change and desire relia-
ble information relative to the Great
Southwest, secure a copy by address-
ing George Morton,
G.P.&T. AL LMK &T Ry,
8T. LOUIS, MO.

Madison, Ga.—Find enclosed $1 to
bhelp the Blade cut smoothly.—A. A
BELL.

LEXINGTON & EASTERN RAILWAY

Eastbound.

Main Line. No. 2. No. 4
Lve. Lexington ....2:26 pm 7:456 am
Lve. Winchester ..3:10 pm 8:26 am
Lve. B'tyville Jne..5:11 pm 10:29 pm
Arr. 0. & K. June..6:11 pm 11:26 am
Arr. Jacksom ...... 6:15 pm 11:30 am
O. & K. Branch. No. 33. No. 21.
Lve. Jacksen .....3:30 pm 11:20 am
Lve. O. & K. Jne...3:35 pm. 11:26 am
Arr. Helechawa ...5:18 pm 12:28 am
Arr. am

Cannel City...5:45 pm 12:46
Westbound.
O. & K. Branch. No. 34. No. 22

Lve. Cannel City ...7:16 am 1:06 pm
Lve. Helechawa ....7 41 am 1:22 pm
Arr. :26 am 2:30 pm
Arr. J am 2:36 pm
Main Line. . No.8. \
Lve. Jackson 6:256 am 2:26 pm |
Arr. O. & K. Jne....9:256 am 2:30 pm |
Arr. B'tyville Jnc..7:26 am 3:26 pu |
Arr Winchester ...9:23 am §:20 po
—e —

ARKANSAS TEXAS LOUISIANA

An ideal country for cheap homes.
Land at $6.00, $10.00, 16.00 per acre; |
grows corn, cotton, wheat, oats, grass-
es, fruits and vegetables,

Stock ranges 10 months in the year.

Southwest  Missouri, Arkansas,
Louisi and ‘T'exas are full of oppor-

went away from Provincetown, and af-
ter being gone several weeks returned
and stayed a few days, at which time
she told that she had obwained a situa-
tion as teacher, but was careful not to
say’ where,

“I have been Informed that a young
Eplscopal minister at Quincy recom-
mended her to your people as worthy
of & position, but do not know that
the rumor has any foundation in fact.

tunities,

The climate is mild, the soll is rich,
the lands are cheap.

lLow Home-Seekers' rates—about
half fare—via the Cotton Belt twice
& month—first and third Tuesdays.

For descriptive literature, maps and
excursion rates, write to,

L. O. SCHAEFNER, T. P. A,
Cotton Beit, Cincinnati, Ohle.
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GHRONIC INVALIDS
R e PEY

Many dlscouu% ed Invalids

can be cured roper
treatment, tate
your case by
letter
to

DR. ENCLEHART, seeciusr

MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHICAN.

IR Over fifty yoars practice w3

A PENNY

Invested in a Postal Card may be the
means of saving you considerable
money on your tickets

TO THE

WEST AND NORTH-WEST

Will have on sale daily until April

S0th pti Iy low ionist rates
to the above territory.
i

HOME SEEKERS

Tickets will also bs sold on the first
dnd third Tuesdays of each month uf
to April, 1904, to points in the

WEST AND SOUTH-WEST

#ul linformation o Rates, Time
of Trains, etc.,, can be obtained by ad-
dressing
W"PE. SMITH, D. G. EDWARDS,

rav. Pass, Agt. Pass. Trar. Mgr.
Cineinnatl, O.

KOREA GINSCNG NURSERY,
V. M. Doolin, Prop.
SEED FOR PLANTING A SPECIAL
.

—Office and Nursery at—
ETNA, Pulaski County, KY.

SEVEN REASONS WHY.

You should order of Wettstein: 1.

My experience as a Jeweler and Dia-

mond Merchant. 2. My established
skill as a Watchmaker and Designer.
3. My artistic qualifications in select:
ing latest and finest goods. 4. My
proximity to Chicago markets where
I select what you order
stocks, fresh and new. 5. Because 1

only, obtain best discounts and there-
fore need not add big profits to cover
big losses. 7. Because I lead In low
prices and the -dealer who leads de-
serves you: favors. Correspond with
me and obtain my prices and tract.
“Theism in the Crucible,” free. Per
manent now at No. 110 N. Kensing-
ton awenue, LaGrange, Cook county,
WL OTTO WETTSTEIN

TO THE

South-West

—VIA—

The Rock Island-Frisco System

Are you Interested? If so get ready
and take advantage of the lowest rate
ever made to

ARKANSAS, TEXAS and INDIAN
and OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES.
Tickets on sale from Mémphijs, St.

Louis and Chicago February 16th,,

March Jst., and 15th.,, and April 5th.,
and 9th.

Call on your nearest agent or ad-
dress
H. I. McGUIRE, D. P. A...
Cincinnati, Ohio.
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